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(57) Abstract: AVLIW processor has multiple pipelines 
(410, 425) for execution of subcommands of VLIW 
instructions in parallel. Each pipeline has at least one 
execution stage (412, 414) and a trap stage (422, 430). At 
least one can operate on operands of a first and a second word 
length, the second word length longer than the first, the first 
word length is the same as a data path width of the pipeline 
(410, 425). Execution of operations on the operands of the 
second word length requires multiple cycles in at least one 
execution stage (412, 414) of the pipeline. An instruction 
decoder (404) decodes subcommands of a sequence of VLIW 
instructions into pipeline subcommands, and dispatches these 
to the first and second pipelines (410, 425), the instruction 
decoder (404) injects at least one helper subcommand into 
the first pipeline (410) when a first subcommand of the 
VLIW instruction operates on operands of the second word 
length. The instruction decoder also inserts no-operation 
helper subcommands into the second pipeline (425) when 
necessary to ensure thai information associated with the first 
subcommand enters a trap stage (422) of the first pipeline 
(410) synchronously with information associated with a 
second subcommand of the same VLIW instruction and 
dispatched to the second pipeline (425) reaching a trap stage 
(430) of the second pipeline (425). These no-operation helper 
subcommands maintain synchronous arrival of information 
at the trap stages (422, 425) even if the first subcommand 
operates on operands of the second word length and the 
second subcommands operates on operands of the first word 
length. 
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Synchronizing Partially Pipelined 
Instructions in VLIW Processors 

Field of the Invention 
5 The invention relates to the field of very-long 

instruction word (VLIW) processor architecture. In 
particular, the invention relates to synchronization 
of subcommands in the pipelines of VLIW machines. 

10 Background of the Invention 

Most machines, including all high-performance 
machines, manufactured today are pipelined to at least 
some extent. A pipeline is generally a hardware 
execution unit that provides multiple stages of 

15 execution, each stage of execution occupying one or 
more clock cycles. Further, there may be several 
instructions, each at a different stage of the 
multiple stages of execution, executing 
simultaneously . 

20 Modern computing machines often possess two or 

more execution unit pipelines. Each of these pipelines 
provides multiple stages of execution. For example, a 
processor may have an integer execution pipeline, for 
executing integer subcommands and a floating point 

25 execution pipeline, for executing floating point 

subcommands. Often, it is possible for an integer 
execution pipeline and a floating-point execution 
pipeline of a machine to be executing one or more 
stages of subcommands simultaneously. 

30 A late stage often found in typical execution 

pipelines is a "trap" stage. The trap stage is where 
it is determined whether a processor exception 
(including any of the trap conditions in the IEEE 754 
specification) is to occur, or an interrupt is to 

35 suspend execution of a currently executing instruction 
sequence . 

When a trap or interrupt, occurs, it is often 
necessary to determine the state of the processor at 
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the time the trap or interrupt occurred. It is 
preferable that traps be handled precisely, such that 
they can be easily diagnosed, possible corrections 
made, and execution resumed. If traps are to be 
5 handled precisely, it is desirable that no prior-state 
data be overwritten by any current or later 
instruction before all pipelines executing the current 
instruction reach the trap stage, when it can be 
determined if a trap is required. 

10 It is believed by many engineers that a processor 

having a large number of pipelines capable of 
execution in parallel can provide better overall 
performance than one that has fewer pipelines - 
provided that instructions can be decoded, operands 

15 fetched, and these fed to the pipelines in parallel 
and at a high rate. 

Unfortunately, many processors digest binary 
instruction languages that have no inherent parallelism. 
For processors that execute these binary languages to 

2 0 execute instructions in parallel, they must parse their 
instruction sequence and discover which instructions can 
be executed in parallel, a non- trivial task. Further, 
this parsing for potential parallelism is done at 
execution time, and therefore must be done quickly by 

25 very complex hardware. 

VLIW processors normally execute a binary 
instruction language that has explicit parallelism, 
where each instruction may incorporate subcommands for 
simultaneous execution in parallel in separate 

30 pipelines. This generally requires more bits per 

binary instruction word than required on conventional 
processors because each subcommand requires a bit 
field in the instruction word, these instruction words 
therefore become very long, hence the term Very Long 

35 Instruction Word. 

VLIW processors allow separation of the parsing 
for potential parallelism from execution; this parsing 
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may therefore occur in a separate instruction 
translation unit, or may be done at compile time. 
Parsing at compile time for potential parallelism has 
the advantage that it can permit use of simpler 
5 hardware than otherwise required for the same high 
performance . 

Many processors have pipelines that do not 
execute all instructions in exactly the same number of 
clock cycles. It is known that division generally 

10 requires more clock cycles than does multiplication. 
Further, it is known that integer operations are much 
simpler to execute than are floating point operation, 
hence floating point pipelines generally require more 
clock cycles to perform an addition than do integer 

15 pipelines. The number of clock cycles a pipeline 

takes to execute an instruction is the latency of the 
pipeline. While extra stages .may be added to integer 
pipelines so that they have the same latency as a 
floating point pipeline of the same machine, and extra 

20 stages may be added to a floating point pipeline so 
that all instructions have the same latency, this is 
known to be inefficient. It is desirable that 
subcommands executing in a pipeline complete as early 
as possible unless a dependency requires that they 

25 wait for another pipeline to complete execution. 
Many modern processors, including VLIW 
processors, are optimized for execution of thirty- two- 
bit data. 

It is also known that sixty-f our-bit-operand 
30 instructions, such as double-precision floating point 
instructions as described in the IEEE-754 floating 
point specification, can be executed in hardware that 
greatly resembles thirty- two-bit execution hardware ; 
however more clock cycles are typically required for 
35 sixty-four-bit data than are required for thirty-two- 
bit data. For example, a sixty-four-bit multiply may 
be executed in a thirty-two-bit array multiplier stage 
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of an integer pipeline by making four passes through 
the array multiplier, while a thirty- two-bit multiply 
requires only one pass through the array multiplier. 
It is known that execution of a sixty-four-bit 
5 instruction in a pipeline may be controlled by passing 
a base instruction into the pipeline, followed by a 
helper instruction. A base instruction may, for 
example, process the low half of a sixty-four-bit 
addition, saving the carry output from the addition. 
10 A following helper instruction for the pipeline may 
then process the high half of the sixty- four-bit 
addition, injecting the saved carry during the 
addition. 

VLIW processors provide for parallel execution of 

15 subcommands of instructions in multiple, often 

dissimilar, pipelines. These subcommands tend to 
complete at slightly different times, especially if 
some are thirty- two-bit and some are sixty-four-bit 
and the pipelines are optimized for thirty-two-bit 

20 data. Worse, a given pipeline may complete some 

subcommands substantially more quickly than others. 
Hence, a. given pipeline may have a latency that varies 
from instruction to instruction. 

In order to handle traps precisely, it is 

25 desirable that all subcommands of a particular VLIW 
instruction reach the trap stage of the pipelines 
simultaneously. In order to maintain efficient high- 
speed operation, it is desirable that no subcommand 
wait any longer than the actual latency of any other 

30 subcommands of the same instruction. It is therefore 
desirable to stall, or introduce a controlled, 
minimum, delay, into those pipelines that complete 
their subcommands of an instruction first such that 
they reach the trap stage simultaneously with those 

35 pipelines that complete their subcommands of the 
instruction last. 
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Summary of the Invention 

Hardware for stalling those pipelines of a VLIW 
processor that complete subcommands of an instruction 
first such that those faster pipelines reach the trap 
5 stage simultaneously with those slower pipelines that 
complete their subcommands of the instruction last is 
described. This hardware relies on a decode of the 
instruction to generate stall helper instructions, 
which are then injected into those pipeline stages 

10 requiring stalls, such that the valid results in each 
pipeline reaches the trap stage simultaneously with 
those pipelines that execute their subcommands of the 
instruction more slowly. 

The foregoing and other features, utilities and 

15 advantages of the invention will be apparent from the 
following more particular description of a preferred 
embodiment of the invention as illustrated in the 
accompanying drawings . 

Brief Description of the Drawings 
20 Figure 1 is a block diagram of a computer system 

having a VLIW processor; 

Figure 2, a block diagram of a prior-art VLIW 

processor having several pipelines that does not 

enforce precise traps; 
25 Figure 3, a timing diagram of data flow in the 

pipelines of a VLIW processor, showing how subcommands 

tend to reach the trap stage at different times if no 

stalls are injected; 

Figure 4, a block diagram of a VLIW processor 
30 incorporating the present invention; 

Figure 5, a timing diagram of data flow in the 

pipelines of the preferred embodiment of a VLIW 

processor of the present invention, showing the stall 

states required to align the trap stages of several 
35 pipelines after the execution of the instruction; and 
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Figure 6, a timing diagram of data flow in the 
pipelines of a VLIW processor of the present 
invention, showing the stall states required to align 
the trap stages of several pipelines during execution 
5 of the instruction. 

Detailed Description of the Preferred Embodiment 

A computer system has at least one processor 100 
(Figure 1) having internal first level cache. The 

10 system also has a second level cache 101 and may, but 
need not, have a third level cache 102. There may, 
but need not, be an additional processor 105, having 
its own second level and optional third level caches 
(not shown) . References by the processor 100 that are 

15 not satisfied from cache are directed over a high 

speed local bus 106 to a main memory 107 or through a 
bus bridge 108 to a system bus 109, which is 
preferably a PCI bus. 

Attached to the PCI bus is a storage controller 

20 115, typically of the Ultra Wide SCSI type, for 

connection to one or more storage subsystems 116. The 
storage subsystems 116 typically include a CD reader 
and/or writer and a disk drive; multiple disk drives 
may be utilized, as may other peripherals, like RAID 

25 storage systems and tape drives. Many computer 

systems also have a video display subsystem 118, a 
network interface 120, a USB (universal serial bus) 
interface 122, as well as keyboard, mouse, serial, 
printer, and floppy disk ports 124. 

30 The first level cache of the processor 100 may be 

implemented as separate instruction cache 126 and data 
cache 12 8; alternatively these may be combined into a 
single fast combined cache. 

The processor 100 of the computer system may be a 

35 VLIW processor. In a VLIW processor, instructions 
from the instruction cache 126 are aligned by an 
instruction aligner 200 (Figure 2) , and buffered in an 
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instruction buffer 202. Instructions are then 
processed by an instruction decoder and dispatcher 204 
and dispatched to the various execution pipelines 206, 
208, and 210 of the processor. For clarity, figure 2 
5 illustrates three pipelines of a machine that may have 
more than three pipelines. The pipelines illustrated 
have operand fetch stages 212, 214, and 216 that are 
connected to and may fetch operands from a register 
file 218, and operand store stages 220, 222, and 224 

10 that are connected to and may store results to the 
register file 218. The processor also has a 
load/store unit 226 for transferring between the data 
cache 128 and register file 218. 

Let us assume that a VLIW instruction dispatches 

15 a thirty-two-bit subtract subcommand to one pipeline, 
and sixty-four-bit add subcommand to another pipeline. 
Further, assume, as in the preferred embodiment of the 
present invention, that sixty-four-bit operations are 
performed through execution of a sequence of thirty- 

20 two-bit sub-operations. As illustrated in Figure 3, 
the sixty- four-bit subcommand then requires a pair of 
fetch operations 300 to fetch the operands, each 
taking a cycle in the fetch stage of the pipeline upon 
which it executes, and a pair of operate cycles 301, 

25 while the thirty- two-bit subcommand requires fewer 

cycles 302 to fetch operands and operate 303 upon the 
operands because the thirty-two-bit operands match the 
width of the datapath of the pipeline. It is assumed 
that the trap stage can not begin until the sixty- 

30 four-bit operation is complete, so the trap stage can 
not be entered until after the 'second, helper, cycle 
of the addition 301a; a stall stage 307 of the 
pipeline is utilized to ensure this. Stall stage 307 
may take the form of a recycling of the operation 

35 within a stage of the pipeline, assuming that that 

stage has adequate storage in a recycle buffer for the 
longer operands, intermediate or final results. 
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Therefore, if no stall is injected into the thirty- 
two-bit subcommand, the sixty- four-bit subcommand will 
reach its trap cycle 305 after the thirty-two-bit 
subcommand reaches its trap cycle 306. 
5 In a processor according to the present 

invention, instructions are received from the 
instruction cache 126 into an instruction aligner 400 
(Figure 4) and instruction buffer 402, and processed 
by an instruction decoder and dispatcher 404. A 

10 helper subcommand inserter 406, which may be a part of 
the instruction decoder and dispatcher 404, inserts 
helper subcommands as required for proper execution of 
any sixty-four-bit or other subcommands that require 
additional time in execution. 

15 Consider the case where a sixty-four-bit addition 

is executed in a first pipeline 410 of the processor, 
the first pipeline being based upon thirty- two-bit 
data paths. A fetch stage 412 of the pipeline 
therefore fetches the low halves of the operands in a 

20 cycle 500 (figure 5) , the fetch stage 412 fetches the 
high halves of the operands in a following cycle 501, 
while the operate stage 414 executes the addition on 
the low halves of the operands 502. In the next 
cycle, while the helper subcommand executes 504 in the 

25 operate stage 414, the results of the low half of the 
operands is held 506 in a recycle buffer 416 of the 
operate stage, or in a stall stage of the pipeline. 
In the next cycle 510, any trap conditions are 
resolved, and in the next cycles 512 and 514 the 

30 results of the operation are stored in the register 
file 420 by storage stage 418 of the pipeline. 

When a sixty- four-bit subcommand is processed 
that requires one cycle of operation before the trap 
stage beyond the timing of a thirty-two-bit subcommand 

35 from the same VLIW instruction word, the helper 

subcommand inserter, 406, also inserts a NOP, or no- 
operation, helper subcommand into the instruction 
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stream flow to the second pipeline 425 in which that 
thirty- two-bit subcommand executes, and marks that 
subcommand as having a stall. Each NOP helper 
subcommand, also known as a helper stall subcommand, 
5 is inserted after the subcommand dispatched to a 
pipeline, and causes data at the stage prior to the 
trap stage of the associated pipeline to remain 
unchanged, or be recycled, for one cycle. This causes 
data at the stage prior to the trap stage to remain 

10 unchanged until the last of any sequence of helper 
stall subcommands completes. This NOP helper 
subcommand is not injected if the first pipeline 410 
receives a thirty-two-bit subcommand having similar 
timing to that intended for the second pipeline 425. 

15 That thirty-two-bit subcommand therefore executes with 
a fetch in the first cycle 53 0 and a NOP in the second 
cycle 532 at the fetch stage. In the second cycle the 
operate stage executes the operation 534, and in the 
third cycle the operate stage does a NOP 536. Since 

20 the subcommand is marked as having a stall, the 

results of the operation are held 53 8, such that they 
enter the trap cycle 540, or stage 430, of the second 
pipeline 425, simultaneously with the results of the 
sixty-four-bit subcommand executing in the first 

25 pipeline 410 reaching its trap stage 422. The results 
of the long, sixty- four-bit , operation and the 
shorter, thirty-two-bit operation, are therefore 
synchronized at the trap stages. 

In an alternative embodiment, when a sixty- four- 

30 bit subcommand is processed that requires one cycle of 
operation before the trap stage beyond the timing of a 
thirty- two-bit subcommand from the same VLIW 
instruction word, the helper subcommand inserter, 406, 
also inserts a NOP, or no-operation, helper subcommand 

35 into the instruction stream flow to the second 

pipeline 425 in which that thirty- two-bit subcommand 
executes. Each NOP helper subcommand, also known as a 
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helper stall subcommand, is dispatched before of the 
associated thirty-two-bit instruction, as shown in 
Figure 6. This NOP helper subcommand is not injected 
if the first pipeline 410 receives a thirty- two-bit 
5 subcommand having similar timing to that intended for 
the second pipeline 425. Execution of the sixty-four- 
bit subcommand in this embodiment is as shown in 
Figure 5 . 

The thirty-two-bit subcommand therefore executes 

10 with a fetch in the second cycle 63 0 and a NOP in the 
first cycle 632 at the fetch stage. In the third 
cycle the operate stage executes the operation 534, 
and in the second cycle the operate stage does a NOP 
53 6. Data associated with the subcommand then enters 

15 the trap cycle 640, or stage 430, of the second 

pipeline 425, simultaneously with the results of the 
sixty-four-bit subcommand executing in the first 
pipeline 410 reaching its trap stage 422 at. 512. The 
results of the long, sixty- four-bit , operation and the 

20 shorter, thirty- two-bit operation, are therefore 
synchronized at the trap stages. 

There are subcommands where multiple NOP helper 
subcommands must be entered into the pipeline to 
ensure that the results of a sixty- four-bit subcommand 

25 are synchronized with the results of a thirty-two-bit 
subcommand at the trap stage. In the preferred 
embodiment, sixty-four-bit multiplication operations 
are performed in a thirty- two-bit array multiplier. 
Multiplying a pair of sixty-four-bit operands in a 

30 thirty-two-bit multiplier, generating a one-hundred- 
twenty-eight-bit result, requires four passes through 
the multiplier. The VLIW instruction word is. 
therefore decoded to insert three helper subcommands 
into the instruction stream for a pipeline receiving a 

35 sixty- four-bit multiply subcommand. The VLIW 

instruction word having such a multiply subcommand is 
decoded to inject three NOP helper subcommands after 
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each simultaneously executed thirty-two-bit addition 
or subtraction operation, instead of the one required 
when a sixty-four-bit addition is executed. 
Similarly, any simultaneously executing sixty-four-bit 
5 addition receives two NOP helper subcommands such that 
its results will be held in the recycle buffers of the 
execute stage and enter the trap stage simultaneously 
with the results of the sixty-four-bit multiply 
subcommand . 

10 While the invention has been particularly shown 

and described with reference to a preferred embodiment 
thereof, it will be understood by those skilled in the 
art that various other changes in the form and details 
may be made without departing from the spirit and 

15 scope of the invention. In particular, it is expected 
that the number of pipeline stages may vary from those 
discussed, and that operations other than addition and 
subtraction may be executed. It is also expected that 
the present invention is applicable to machines that 

20 process data in words of other than the thirty-two- 

and sixty-four-bit lengths operating on thirty-two-bit 
hardware herein disclosed, it being applicable to 
machines having multiple pipelines where a pipeline 
may execute upon a longer data word than the width of 

25 the hardware. 

It is also expected that the no-operation helper 
subcommand herein described as following a thirty-two- 
bit subcommand may instead be injected ahead of the 
thirty-two-bit subcommand, such that the results of 

30 the thirty-two-bit subcommand reach the trap stage 
simultaneously with the results of a sixty-four-bit 
subcommand . 
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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is 

1. A VLIW processor comprising: 

a first pipeline for executing subcommands, and 
having at least one execution stage and a trap stage; 
5 a second pipeline for executing subcommands, and 

having at least one execution stage and a trap stage, 
the second pipeline capable of operating in parallel 
with the first pipeline, the first pipeline capable of 
operation upon operands of a first word length and a 

10 second word length, where the second word length is 
greater than the first word length, where the first 
word length is the same as a data path width of the 
first pipeline, and where execution of operations on 
the operands of the second word length requires 

15 multiple cycles in at least one execution stage of the 
first pipeline; 

an instruction decoder for decoding subcommands 
of a sequence of VLIW instructions into pipeline 
subcommands, and for dispatching these to the first 

20 pipeline and the second pipeline, the instruction 

decoder injecting at least one helper subcommand into 
the first pipeline when a first subcommand of the VLIW 
instruction is a command for operation upon operands 
of the second word length and is dispatched to the 

25 first pipeline; 

wherein the instruction decoder is capable of 
inserting no-operation helper subcommands into the 
second pipeline when necessary to ensure that 
information associated with the first subcommand 

30 enters a trap stage of the first pipeline 

simultaneously with information associated with a 
second subcommand of the same VLIW instruction and 
dispatched to the second pipeline arriving at a trap 
stage of the second pipeline, 
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and wherein injection of the no-operation helper 
subcommands is conditioned upon the first subcommand 
and the second subcommand. 

2. The VLIW processor of claim 1, wherein the 
5 information associated with the first subcommand that 
enters the trap stage of the first pipeline is a 
result of an arithmetic operation performed on 
operands of the second word length, produced by- 
execution of a first pipeline subcommand and a helper 
10 subcommand in the first pipeline, and wherein the 

information associated with the second subcommand that 
enters the trap stage of the second pipeline is a 
result of an arithmetic operation performed on 
operands of the first word length. 

15 3. The VLIW processor of Claim 1 # wherein the first 
word length is thirty-two bits and the second word 
length is sixty-four bits. 

4. A method of synchronizing the arrival of data in 
a plurality of pipelines of a processor to trap stages 
20 of the plurality of pipelines, comprising the steps 
of: 

decoding an instruction of the processor into at 
least one subcommand, each subcommand intended for 
execution on a pipeline of the processor, wherein at 

25 least some of the set of possible instructions of the 
processor are instructions that decode into a 
plurality of subcommands; 

dispatching the at least one subcommand to 
pipelines of the processor; 

30 determining a number of helper stall subcommands 

associated with each subcommand, the number of helper 
stall subcommands selected from the group consisting 
of the set of non-negative integers, for injection 
into each pipeline receiving a subcommand, the number 

35 of helper stall subcommands being determined such that 

13 
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information associated with execution of each 
subcommand decoded from a given instruction will 
execute the trap stage of the pipeline to which that 
subcommand is dispatched simultaneously with 
5 information associated with execution of any other 
subcommand decoded from the same instruction; 

injecting the determined number of helper stall 
subcommands into each pipeline to which a subcommand 
of the instruction is dispatched. 

10 5. The method of Claim 4, wherein the step of 

determining a number of helper stall subcommands is 
performed by decoding a bit pattern selected from the 
group consisting of the instruction and the set of 
subcommands decoded from the instruction. 

6. The method of Claim 5, wherein the pipelines are 
capable of executing subcommands on data of width N 
bits and on width two times N bits, for some positive 
integer N, and where for a given operation execution 
to a trap stage on data of width two times N bits 
takes M more cycles of a clock than execution to a 
trap stage on data of width N bits, where M is a 
positive integer greater than zero. 

7. The method of Claim 6, wherein a first subcommand 
executes on data of width N bits, a second subcommand 

25 executes on data of width two times N bits, and 

wherein the number of helper subcommands injected into 
the pipeline to which the first subcommand is 
dispatched is M. 

8. The method of Claim 5, wherein the helper stall 
30 subcommands are injected into at least one of the 

pipelines before the subcommand dispatched to that 
pipeline for execution. 

9. The method of Claim 5, wherein the helper stall 
subcommands are injected into at least one of the 
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pipelines after the subcommand dispatched to that 
pipeline for execution. 
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